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400 Z

Receiving, by a computing device, one or
more input indicators.

Identifying, based on the received one or

more input indicators, an operating mode of
the computing device.

402

404

y

Setting a first voltage to a first value, the
first voltage being applied to a first
electrochromic material included in a first
part of a display device included in a lid
portion of the computing device. 406

l

Setting a second voltage to a second value,
the second voltage applied to a second
electrochromic material included in a
second part of a display device included in

the lid portion of the computing device.408

FIG. 4
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ELECTROCHROMIC TWO WAY DISPLAY
FOR TWO IN ONE LAPTOP/TABLET FORM
FACTORS

TECHNICAL FIELD

This description generally relates to computing devices.
The description, in particular, relates to display devices used
in computing devices.

BACKGROUND

Computing devices or systems can vary in shape and size,
and can include laptop computers, netbook computers, and
tablet computers. The computing devices can include a dis-
play device (e.g., an integrated monitor or touchscreen)
among other elements, such as audio systems, wireless net-
working hardware, and user interface devices, such as key-
boards and pointing devices. In some implementations, the
display device of a computing device can be a touchscreen
display that can also function as an input device.

A user may be able to use a computing device in multiple
modes of operation. For example, the computing device can
include a lid that houses the display device and a base that can
include one or more input devices, such as a keyboard, a
pointing stick, mouse buttons, a touchpad, and/or a trackpad.
The lid can be attached to the base such that the lid can be
moved and/or rotated with respect to the base so that the
computing device can be placed into multiple positions. For
example, in a closed position, the front of the lid of the
computing device (the front of the touchscreen display) can
face, and/or be in contact with, the top of the base of the
computing device. In this position, the computing device can
be used in a tablet mode if a user can interact with the side of
the touchscreen display (the rear of the touchscreen display)
not facing the base of the computing device. In some imple-
mentations, however, the lid that houses the display device
may be constructed of an opaque material which could pre-
vent a user from interacting with the computing device in a
tablet mode when the computing device is placed in a closed
position, even if the side of the touchscreen display (the rear
of the touchscreen display) not facing the base of the com-
puting device permitted such interactions.

In an open position, for example, a user of the computing
device can view and interact with both the front of the touch-
screen display and the input devices included in the base. An
open position for the computing device can be where the lid of
the computing device is placed out of contact with and in a
stationary position with respect to the base of the computing
device. For example, the lid can be placed at approximately a
130 degree angle with respect to the base. This example open
position can be considered a laptop mode of operation for the
computing device.

In some implementations, the lid can be rotated so that the
back of the lid contacts/faces the bottom of the base of the
computing device (e.g., a 360 degree rotation of the lid from
the closed position). In this position, the computing device
can also be used in a tablet mode as a user can interact with the
front of the touchscreen display. In order for the lid to rotate
360 degrees with respect to the base of the computing device,
however, one or more hinges used to couple the lid of the
computing device to the base of the computing device need to
be implemented accordingly. As computing devices become
lighter, smaller, and thinner, it may be difficult to implement
the one or more hinges to allow 360 degree rotation of the lid
with respect to the base, while maintaining both the decreased
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size of the computing device and the ability of a user to
operate the computing device in multiple modes (e.g., a tablet
mode, a laptop mode).

Thus, a need exists for systems, methods, and apparatus to
address the shortfalls of present technology and to provide
other new and innovative features.

SUMMARY

In one general aspect, a computing device can include a
base, and a lid coupled to the base. The lid can house a display
device including a first electrochromic material, a second
electrochromic material, and an organic light emitting diode
(OLED) display. The OLED display can be located between
the first electrochromic material and the second electrochro-
mic material.

Example implementations may include one or more of the
following features. For instance, the computing device can
further include a first glass panel including a first side and a
second side. The first electrochromic material can be applied
to the second side of the first glass panel. The computing
device can further include a second glass panel including a
first side and a second side. The second electrochromic mate-
rial can be applied to the first side of the second glass panel.
The OLED display can be included in a third glass panel, the
OLED display being formed on a side of the third glass panel.
The display device can further include a first touch sensitive
panel. The first touch sensitive panel can be located between
the first electrochromic material and the OLED display. The
first touch sensitive panel can be located between the second
electrochromic material and the OLED display. The display
device can further include a second touch sensitive panel. The
second touch sensitive panel can be located between the first
electrochromic material and the OLED display. The comput-
ing device can further include a display controller coupled to
each of the first electrochromic material, the second electro-
chromic material, and the OLED, the display controller being
configured to apply control signals to the first electrochromic
material, the second electrochromic material, and the OLED
display.

In another general aspect, a method of operating a comput-
ing device can include receiving, by the computing device,
one or more input indicators, identifying, based on the
received one or more input indicators, an operating mode of
the computing device, and based on identifying the operating
mode of the computing device, setting a first voltage to a first
value, the first voltage being applied to a first electrochromic
material included in a first part of a display device included in
a lid portion of the computing device, and setting a second
voltage to a second value, the second voltage applied to a
second electrochromic material included in a second partof a
display device included in the lid portion of the computing
device.

Example implementations may include one or more of the
following features. For instance, the operating mode of the
computing device can be a laptop mode. Setting the first
voltage to the first value can cause the first electrochromic
material to become transparent. Setting the first voltage to the
first value can include removing the first voltage from the first
electrochromic material. Setting the second voltage to the
second value can cause the second electrochromic material to
become opaque. Setting the second voltage to the second
value can include applying the second voltage to the second
electrochromic material. The operating mode of the comput-
ing device can be a tablet mode. Setting the first voltage to the
first value can cause the first electrochromic material to
become opaque. Setting the first voltage to the first value can
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include applying the first voltage to the first electrochromic
material. Setting the second voltage to the second value can
cause the second electrochromic material to become trans-
parent. Setting the second voltage to the second value can
include removing the second voltage from the second elec-
trochromic material. The first voltage can be applied to the
first electrochromic material by a display controller included
in the computing device. The second voltage can be applied to
the second electrochromic material by the display controller.

In yet another general aspect, a display device can include
a first glass panel part including a first side and a second side,
a second glass panel part including a first side and a second
side, a third glass panel part including an organic light emit-
ting diode (OLED) display, a first side and a second side, the
OLED display being formed on the first side, a first touch
sensitive panel including a first side and a second side, and a
second touch sensitive panel including a first side and a sec-
ond side. The first electrochromic material can be applied to
the second side of the first glass panel part. A second electro-
chromic material can be applied to the first side of the second
glass panel part. The third glass panel part can be located
between the first touch sensitive panel and the second touch
sensitive panel, the first side of the third glass panel part being
located adjacent to the second side of the first touch sensitive
panel, and the second side of the third glass panel part being
located adjacent to the first side of the second touch sensitive
panel. The second side of the first glass panel part can be
located adjacent to the first side of the first touch sensitive
panel. The first side of the second glass panel part can be
located adjacent to the second side of the second touch sen-
sitive panel.

The details of one or more implementations are set forth in
the accompanying drawings and the description below. Other
features will be apparent from the description and drawings,
and from the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1A and 1B are diagrams that illustrate an example
computing device in a laptop mode of operation.

FIGS. 1C and 1D are diagrams that illustrate an example
computing device in a tablet mode of operation.

FIGS. 1E and 1F are diagrams that illustrate an example
computing device in an alternate tablet mode of operation.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of an example two-way
display device included in the computing devices described
herein.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating example modules
included in a computing device.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart that illustrates a method of operating
acomputing device that includes the herein described display
device.

Like reference symbols in the various drawings indicate
like elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Described herein is a two-way display device that can be
incorporated into a computing device. A user of the comput-
ing device can view content rendered by the two-way display
device on either side (and in some cases simultaneously on
both sides) of the display device. When viewed from a first
side (the content-rendering side), a second side of the two-
way display can become opaque, and, when viewed from the
second side (the content-rendering side), the first side of the
two-way display device can become opaque. The opaque side
of the computing device can provide a uniform background
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behind the content-rendering side of the two-way display
device. In some implementations, if the non-content render-
ing side of the two-way display device is transparent, a user
viewing content from the content-rendering side of the two-
way display device would be able to effectively “see through”
the display, and view whatever may be behind the display
(e.g., a keyboard) at the time of the viewing.

For example, as will be described in more detail with
reference to FIGS. 2A and 2B, alid ofa computing device can
house a two-way display device. When the computing device
is in a closed position (e.g., the front of the lid of the comput-
ing device faces/contacts the top of the base of the computing
device), a first side of the two-way display device faces/
contacts the top of the base of the computing device. In many
cases, the top of'the base of the computing device can include
one or more input devices, such as a keyboard, a pointing
stick, mouse buttons, a touchpad, and/or a trackpad. The
second side of the two-way display device can render content
for viewing by a user of the computing device, while the first
side of the two-way display device becomes opaque. In this
configuration, the computing device can be considered in a
tablet mode of operation. The opaque first side of the two-way
display device blocks/conceals any viewing of the input
devices included in the base of the computing device as the
user views/interacts with the content displayed on the con-
tent-rendering second side of the two-way display device.

Inanother example, as will be described in more detail with
reference to FIGS. 1A and 1B, alid ofa computing device can
house a two-way display device. When the computing device
is in an open position shown (e.g., the lid of the computing
device is at a 130-degree angle with respect to a base of the
computing device), a first side of the two-way display device
can render content for viewing by a user of the computing
device, while the user interacts with one or more input devices
included in the base of the computing device. In addition, the
second side of the two-way display device is opaque. In this
configuration, the computing device can be considered to be
in a laptop mode of operation. The opaque second side of the
two-way display device provides privacy and hides what is
behind the computing device from being seen by the user of
the computing device as they view the content rendered on the
first side of the two-way display device.

In some implementations, the two-way display device can
include two displays placed against one another (e.g., back-
to-back liquid crystal display (LCD) modules where each
LCD module includes backlighting). In these implementa-
tions, one display may display content while the other display
remains effectively in an “off” state. In other cases, both
displays may be placed on an “oft” state. In other cases, both
displays may display the same or similar content (e.g., a
second display can display the mirror image of the content
being displayed on the first display). A computing device that
includes a two-way display device with two displays can be
large, heavy and cumbersome. In some implementations,
natural lighting may be used in place of backlighting for an
LCD. However, when the computing device is placed in a
tablet mode of operation (e.g., the front of the lid of the
computing device faces/contacts the top of the base of the
computing device), little if any natural lighting is available to
effectively backlight the LCD.

In some implementations, the two-way display device can
include a single display that can be viewed from both sides
(e.g., an organic light emitting diode (OLED) display
(OLED)). An OLED display includes OLEDs configured in a
particular pattern (e.g., an x-y grid) that emit light when a
voltage is applied to the diode. The organic layers for the
OLEDs can be patterned and deposited on a substrate that
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includes a backplane. The backplane can include switching
and driving circuitry for the OLEDs. The substrate can be
encapsulated, forming an OLED display. In some implemen-
tations, the substrate can include a rigid, non-bendable mate-
rial such as a rigid glass panel or a rigid plastic panel. In some
implementations, the substrate can include a bendable mate-
rial that can include, but is not limited to, plastic, metal, or
flexible glass. OLED displays, dependent on the substrate,
can be viewed from both the front and the back of the display.
In some implementations, when a transparent substrate is
used, the OLED display can be viewed from both sides. In
these implementations, the OLED display may be referred to
as a transparent OLED display. In other implementations,
when an opaque substrate is used, the OLED display can be
viewed from the side on which the OLEDs are deposited on
the opaque substrate.

An electrochromic film/material (or some variant) can be
included on both sides of the two-way display device. A
voltage can be applied to the electrochromic material to
change the state of the material from a transparent/see-
through state to a translucent/opaque state. A voltage applied
to the electrochromic material causes a chemical reaction in
the electrochromic material that changes the properties of the
electrochromic material (e.g., the way the electrochromic
material reflects and absorbs light). In some implementations,
the electrochromic material can be included in a piece/pane of
glass. In some implementations, the electrochromic material
can be included in a piece of plastic. For example, the elec-
trochromic material can be sandwiched between two panes of
glass (or plastic) that includes additional layers of other mate-
rials. The layers can include, but are not limited to, a first
panel, a first conducting oxide layer, an electrochromic layer
(e.g., tungsten oxide), an ion conductor/electrolyte layer, an
ion storage layer, a second conducting oxide layer, and a
second panel. The layers may be presented in the order listed
above, or, in some implementations, the order of the layers
may be different. A power source is connected/coupled to the
first conducting oxide layer and the second conducting oxide
layer. A voltage applied to the conducting oxide layers causes
the ions in the ion storage layer to migrate through the ion
conducting layer to the electrochromic layer, making the
glass opaque. Removing/not applying the voltage to the con-
ducting oxide layers causes the ions to migrate out of the
electrochromic layer and back into the ion storage layer,
making the glass transparent.

In some implementations, the two-way display device can
include one or more glass (or plastic) panels that can incor-
porate suspended particle, or polymer dispersed liquid crystal
(PDLC) technologies. For example, a suspended particle
device (SPD) can include nano-scale particles suspended in a
liquid suspension encapsulated between two panes of glass
(or plastic), where each pane is coated with a conductive
material. Applying a voltage to the two panes via the conduc-
tive coating results in the nano-scale particles aligning them-
selves, allowing light to pass through the two panes. Remov-
ing the voltage (not applying the voltage) results in the nano-
scale particles free-floating in the liquid suspension, blocking
light from passing through the two panes. Similarly, for
example, a PDLC device can include a liquid crystal layer
with a liquid crystal film on each side of the liquid crystal
layer. The PDLC device can be included between two panes
of'glass or plastic. Applying a voltage to the two panes via the
liquid crystal films results in the liquid crystals aligning them-
selves, allowing light to pass through the two panes. Remov-
ing the voltage (not applying the voltage) results in random
orientation of the liquid crystals, blocking light from passing
through the two panes.
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For example, when the computing device is in an open
position, the electrochromic material on a second side of the
two-way display device can be placed into an opaque state,
providing an opaque background to the display while a user
views/interacts with content rendered on a first side of the
display because the electrochromic material on the first side
of the two-way display device is placed into a transparent
state. In another example, when the computing device is in an
closed position, the electrochromic material on a first side of
the two-way display device (the side of the two-way display
device facing the base of the computing device) can be placed
into an opaque state, providing an opaque background to the
display (e.g., blocking a view of input devices included in the
base of the computing device). Meanwhile, a user can view/
interact with content rendered on a second side of the display
because electrochromic material on the second side of the
two-way display device is placed into a transparent state.

Using a single computing device in both a laptop mode of
operation and a tablet mode of operation (e.g., a two-in-one
computing device) requires placement of a lid of the comput-
ing device in multiple static positions. In some implementa-
tions that do not include a two-way display device, a tablet
mode of operation of the computing device is achieved by
rotating the lid of the computing device 360 degrees with
respect to the base of the computing device. An example of
this mode of operation will be described in more detail with
respect to FIGS. 3A-B. This mode of operation, however,
involves a hinge that can rotate the lid of the computing device
360 degrees. In some cases, the size of the hinge can be
cumbersome and may contribute to an increase in the overall
thickness of the computing device. In addition, when a user
interacts with the computing device as a tablet, the input
devices included in the base of the computing device are
exposed. Though they may be disabled by the computing
device when the computing device is placed into the tablet
mode of operation, they may hinder the user experience.

FIGS. 1A and 1B are diagrams that illustrate an example
computing device 102 in a laptop mode of operation. In the
example shown in FIGS. 1A and 1B, the computing device
102 includes a lid portion 104 and a base portion 106. The
base portion 106 includes an input area 110. The input area
110 includes a keyboard 112, a trackpad 114, a pointer button
116, and mouse buttons 118a-d. For example, the computing
device 102 can be placed on a surface where a bottom 122 of
the base portion 106 rests on the surface while a user interacts
with the computing device 102.

The lid portion 104 includes a two-way display device 108
(e.g., a two-way touch-sensitive display device, a two-way
touchscreen) that is part of (housed within/mounted on) the
lid portion 104 of the computing device 102. For example, the
two-way display device 108 can include a first side 120a and
a second side 12054.

For example, the computing device 102 as shown in FIG.
1A can be considered in a laptop mode of operation. In a
laptop operating mode, a user of the computing device 102
can interact with the keyboard 112, the trackpad 114, the
pointer button 116, and the mouse buttons 118a-d included in
the input area 110 while viewing/interacting with content
rendered on the first side 120a of the two-way display device
108. FIG. 1B shows the computing device 102 in the laptop
mode of operation, viewing the two-way display device 108
from the second side 1205 (e.g., a user is looking at the back
of the lid portion 104).

FIGS. 1C and 1D are diagrams that illustrate the example
computing device 102 in a tablet mode of operation. In the
tablet mode of operation shown in FIGS. 1C and 1D, the
computing device 102 is in a closed position where the lid
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portion 104 faces and/or is in contact with the base portion
106. In a side view of the computing device 102 in a closed
position, as shown in FIG. 1D, the input area 110 of the base
portion 106 faces, and/or is in contact with, the first side 120a
of'the two-way display device 108 included in the lid portion
104. A top view of the computing device 102 in the closed
position is shown in FIG. 1C. In the closed position, a user can
view/interact with content displayed on the second side 1205
of the computing device 102.

The computing device 102 can include a mode indication
switch 124. The mode indication switch 124 can be a momen-
tary push-button type switch. A user of the computing device
102 can press the mode indication switch 124 after closing the
computing device 102 if the user intends to further use the
computing device 102 in a tablet mode of operation.

In some implementations, when the computing device is in
a laptop mode of operation, software running on the comput-
ing device 102 can display content on the first side 120a of the
computing device 102. When the computing device 102 is in
a tablet mode of operation, software running on the comput-
ing device 102 can display a mirror-image of the same content
on the second side 1205 of the computing device 102. The
mirror image ensures that content is orientated correctly (e.g.,
text is not displayed backwards).

FIGS. 1E and 1F are diagrams that illustrate the example
computing device 102 in an alternate tablet mode of opera-
tion. In the alternate tablet mode of operation shown in FIGS.
1E and 1F, the computing device 102 is in a position where the
lid portion 104 is rotated 360 degrees with respect to the base
portion 106. In the side view of the computing device 102
(shown in FIG. 1F), while in the alternate tablet mode of
operation the second side 1205 of the two-way display device
108 faces and/or is in contact with the bottom 122 of the base
portion 106, leaving the input area 110 exposed. A top view of
the computing device 102 in the alternate tablet mode of
operation is shown in FIG. 1C. In the alternate tablet mode of
operation, a user can view/interact with content displayed on
the first side 120qa of the computing device 102. However, the
alternate tablet mode of operation may be awkward as the
input area 110 is exposed, making the computing device 102
cumbersome when used in the alternate tablet mode of opera-
tion.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of an example two-way
display device included in the computing devices described
herein. For example, referring to FIGS. 1A-1F, the cross-
sectional view shows the first side 120a and the second side
12056 of the two-way display device 108. The example two-
way display device 108 is formed of multiple layers. The
multiple layers include a display 202, a first touch panel 204,
a second touch panel 206, a first glass panel 208, and a second
glass panel 210. As such, the two-way display device 108 can
be used as a touch-sensitive display (touchscreen) from the
first side 120a and the second side 1205.

An electrochromic material is applied to a back surface 212
of the first glass panel 208. An electrochromic material is
applied to a front surface 214 of the second glass panel 210.
The electrochromic material is placed on the back surface of
each glass panel so that the glass panel can provide protection
for the electrochromic material (e.g., a user of the computing
device 102 may not contact the electrochromic material, the
electrochromic material is not exposed to any outside con-
tact).

A display controller 216 provides control signals 218a-e to
each of the multiple layers of the two-way display device 108:
the first glass panel 208, the first touch panel 204, the display
202, the second touch panel 206, and the second glass panel
210, respectively. Control signals 2185 and 2184 can control
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the operation of the first touch panel 204 and the touch panel
206, respectively. The control signals 2185 and 2184 can send
datato, and receive data from, the first touch panel 204 and the
touch panel 206, respectively. One or more control signals
218c¢ can control the operation of the display 202. The control
signals 218¢ can send data to and receive data from the
display 202. For example, the control signals 218¢ can control
the switching and driving circuitry for the OLEDs included in
the backplane of the OLED display.

In some implementations, the display 202 included in the
two-way display device 108 can be an OLED display formed
on a surface of an opaque panel (e.g., an opaque glass panel).
In these implementations, the display 202 can be viewed from
the side on which the OLED display is formed on the surface
of the opaque panel. In the example computing device 102,
the OLED display can be formed on the display first surface
222a in order to use the computing device 102 in a laptop
mode as shown with reference to FIGS. 1A and 1B. In these
implementations, the touch panel 206 and the second glass
panel 210 can be eliminated from the two-way display device
108.

Due to the opaque nature of the panel on which the OLED
display is formed, the display 202 cannot be viewed from the
display second side 2205. When using the computing device
102 in a tablet mode of operation, therefore, a user can rotate
the 1lid portion 104 of the computing device 102 approxi-
mately 360 degrees with respect to the base portion 106 to use
the computing device 102 in the alternate tablet mode as
shown in FIGS. 1E and 1F.

In some implementations, the display 202 included in the
two-way display device 108 can be an OLED display formed
on a surface of a transparent glass panel. In these implemen-
tations, the display 202 can be viewed from both sides (a
display first side 220a and a display second side 2204)
because the glass panel is transparent. In some implementa-
tions, the OLED display can be formed on a display first
surface 222a. In other implementations, the OLED display
can be formed on a display second surface 2225. The glass
panel can provide a non-flexible surface for placement of the
OLEDs making integration of the OLEDs as the display in a
multilayer display device easier.

Referring to FIGS. 1A and 1B, in some implementations,
when the computing device 102 is in a laptop mode of opera-
tion, the second side 1205 of the two-way display device 108
can be opaque, while the first side 120a of the two-way
display device 108 can be transparent. The display 202 can be
an OLED display formed on a surface of a transparent glass
panel. The display controller 216 can provide a signal 218e
(e.g., a voltage) to the electrochromic material applied to the
front surface 214 of the second glass panel 210. The signal
218e¢ causes the electrochromic material to become opaque,
blocking the view of the display 202 from the second side
1204 of the two-way display device 108. In addition, the
display controller 216 can remove a signal 218a (e.g., not
apply a voltage) to the electrochromic material applied to the
back surface 212 of the first glass panel 208. Removing/not
applying the signal 2184 causes the electrochromic material
to become transparent, allowing the viewing of the display
202 from the first side 120a of the two-way display device
108.

Referring to FIGS. 1E and 1F, in some implementations,
when the computing device 102 is in an alternate tablet mode
of operation, the two-way display device 108 can be placed in
the same mode of operation as in the laptop mode of opera-
tion. The second side 1205 of the two-way display device 108
can be opaque, while the first side 120a of the two-way
display device 108 can be transparent. A user can view/inter-
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act with content displayed on the first side 120a of the com-
puting device 102. The opaque electrochromic material on
the second side 1205 of the two-way display device 108 can
block the view ofthe bottom 122 of the base portion 106 of the
computing device 102.

Referring to FIGS. 1C and 1D, in some implementations,
when the computing device 102 is in a tablet mode of opera-
tion, the first side 120a of the two-way display device 108 can
be opaque, while the second side 1205 of the two-way display
device can be transparent. The display controller 216 can
provide a signal 218a (e.g., a voltage) to the electrochromic
material applied to the back surface 212 of the first glass panel
208. The signal 218a causes the electrochromic material to
become opaque, blocking anything located behind the first
side 120a of the two-way display device 108 (e.g., the input
area 110) from being viewed from the second side 12056 of the
two-way display device 108. In addition, the display control-
ler 216 can remove a signal 218e (e.g., not apply a voltage) to
the electrochromic material applied to the front surface 214 of
the second glass panel 210. Removing/not applying the signal
218e causes the electrochromic material to become transpar-
ent, allowing the viewing of the display 202 from the second
side 1204 of the two-way display device 108.

In some implementations, the display controller 216 can
remove the signal 218a (e.g., not apply a voltage) to the
electrochromic material applied to the back surface 212 of the
first glass panel 208. In addition, the display controller 216
can remove the signal 218e (e.g., not apply a voltage) to the
electrochromic material applied to the front surface 214 of the
second glass panel 210. For example, referring to FIGS. 1A
and 1B, when in a laptop mode of operation, the display 202
can be viewed from the first side 120a and the second side
12056 of the two-way display device 108 at the same time. A
user viewing content on the first side 120a of the two-way
display device 108 can view a mirror-image of the content on
the second side 1205 of the two-way display device 108. In
some cases, this could be confusing to the user (e.g., text will
be displayed in reverse order on the second side 12056 of the
two-way display device 108). In other cases, for example
when displaying an image or picture, mirroring the image
may not cause any user confusion.

In some cases, in implementations where the electrochro-
mic material applied to the back surface 212 of the second
glass panel 210 is transparent and the electrochromic material
applied to the front surface 214 of the second glass panel 210
is transparent, the user, while viewing the two-way display
device 108 from the first side 120a, may be able to view
through the display 202, seeing items and objects in the field
of view of the user that may be present behind the two-way
display device 108.

In some implementations, the display 202 can include a
first OLED display formed on the display first surface 222a of
a panel and a second OLED display formed on the display
second surface 2225 of a panel. The display controller 216
can separately control the content displayed on the first
OLED display and the second OLED display. In some imple-
mentations, in two-way display devices that include a first
OLED display and a second OLED display, the first glass
panel 208 and the electrochromic material applied to the back
surface 212 of the first glass panel 208 can be omitted from
the multiple layers included in the two-way display device
108. In addition or in the alternative, the second glass panel
210 and the electrochromic material applied to the front sur-
face 214 of the second glass panel 210 can be omitted from
the multiple layers included in the two-way display device
108. When using two OLED displays for the display 202, the

20

35

40

45

10

panel can be opaque as the OLED displays are each viewed
from a single side (the OLED displays do not need to be
transparent).

For example, referring to FIGS. 1A and 1B, when in a
laptop mode of operation, the display 202 can be viewed from
the first side 120a and the second side 1205 of the two-way
display device 108 at the same time. The first OLED display
can display content on the first side 120a of the two-way
display device 108 and the second OLED display can display
the same content, in the correct orientation, on the second side
1206 of the two-way display device 108.

Referring to FIGS. 1C and 1D, when the computing device
102 is in atablet mode of operation, the display controller 216
can provide a signal to the first OLED display that can disable
the first OLED display (no content is displayed on the first
OLED). The second OLED display can display content on the
second side 1205 of the two-way display device 108.

Referring to FIGS. 1E and 1F, when the computing device
102 is in an alternate tablet mode of operation, the display
controller 216 can provide a signal to the second OLED
display that can disable the second OLED display (no content
is displayed on the first OLED). The first OLED display can
display content on the first side 1204 of the two-way display
device 108.

In some implementations, the glass panels 208, 210 and the
electrochromic material applied to the surfaces of each panel
can be eliminated resulting in a two-way display device 108
that includes the display 202 and the touch panels 204,206. In
these implementations, a user of the computing device 102
can view the two-way display device 108 from the first side
1204 and the second side 1204 at the same time and can have
the same experiences as when using the computing device
102 in the situation as described above where the electrochro-
mic material applied to the front surface 214 of the second
glass panel 210 is transparent and the electrochromic material
applied to the back surface 212 of the first glass panel 208 is
transparent.

In some implementations, the second glass panel 210 and
the electrochromic material applied to the front surface 214 of
the second glass panel 210 can be omitted from the multiple
layers included in the two-way display device 108. In these
implementations, referring to FIGS. 1A and 1B that show the
computing device 102 in a laptop mode of operation, the first
side 1204 of the two-way display device 108 can be transpar-
ent. The display controller 216 can remove a signal 218a (e.g.,
not apply a voltage) to the electrochromic material applied to
the back surface 212 of the first glass panel 208. Removing/
not applying the signal 218a causes the electrochromic mate-
rial to become transparent. A user of the computing device
102 can view the display 202 from the first side 120a of the
two-way display device 108. The user, when viewing the
display 202 from the first side 120a of the two-way display
device 108, can see through the display 202 as there is no
opaque backing on the display 202. In addition, the user can
view the mirror image of the content viewed from the first side
120a of the two-way display device 108 from the second side
1206 of the two-way display device 108.

Referring to FIGS. 1C and 1D that show the computing
device 102 in a tablet mode of operation, in implementations
where the second glass panel 210 and the electrochromic
material applied to the front surface 214 of the second glass
panel 210 are omitted from the multiple layers included in the
two-way display device 108, the first side 120a of the two-
way display device 108 can be opaque. The display controller
216 can provide a signal 218a (e.g., apply a voltage) to the
electrochromic material applied to the back surface 212 of the
first glass panel 208. Applying the signal 218a causes the
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electrochromic material to become opaque. A user of the
computing device 102, when interacting with the computing
device 102 in a tablet mode, can view the display 202 from the
second side 1205 of the two-way display device 108 while the
computing device 102 is in a closed position. The user, when
viewing the display 202 from the second side 1205 of the
two-way display device 108, will not be able to see through
the display 202. The opaque electrochromic material will
effectively block the user’s view of the input area 110, pro-
viding the user with a pleasant tablet mode experience.

Referring to FIGS. 1E and 1F, in implementations where
the second glass panel 210 and the electrochromic material
applied to the front surface 214 of the second glass panel 210
are omitted from the multiple layers included in the two-way
display device 108, when the computing device 102 is in an
alternate tablet mode of operation, the two-way display
device 108 can be placed in the same mode of operation as in
the laptop mode of operation. The first side 120a of the
two-way display device 108 can be transparent. A user can
view/interact with content displayed on the first side 120a of
the computing device 102. The user may also be able to view
through the display 202, seeing the bottom 122 of the base
portion 106 of the computing device 102.

In some implementations, the first glass panel 208 and the
electrochromic material applied to the back surface 212 of the
first glass panel 208 can be omitted from the multiple layers
included in the two-way display device 108. In these imple-
mentations, referring to FIGS. 1A and 1B that show the
computing device 102 in a laptop mode of operation, the first
side 1204 of the two-way display device 108 can be transpar-
ent. The display controller 216 can provide a signal 218e
(e.g., apply a voltage) to the electrochromic material applied
to the front surface 214 of the second glass panel 210. Pro-
viding/applying the signal 218a causes the electrochromic
material to become opaque. A user of the computing device
102 can view the display 202 from the first side 120a of the
two-way display device 108. The user, when viewing the
display 202 from the first side 120a of the two-way display
device 108, cannot see through the display 202. Removing/
not applying the signal 218e causes the electrochromic mate-
rial to become transparent. A user of the computing device
102 can view the display 202 from the first side 120a of the
two-way display device 108. In addition, the user can view the
mirror image of the content viewed from the first side 120a of
the two-way display device 108 from the second side 1205 of
the two-way display device 108.

Referring to FIGS. 1C and 1D that show the computing
device 102 in a tablet mode of operation, in implementations
where the first glass panel 208 and the electrochromic mate-
rial applied to the back surface 212 of'the first glass panel 208
are omitted from the multiple layers included in the two-way
display device 108, the first side 120a of the two-way display
device 108 can be transparent and the second side 1205 of the
two-way display device 108 can also be transparent. The
display controller 216 can remove a signal 218¢ (e.g., not
apply a voltage) to the electrochromic material applied to the
front surface 214 of the second glass panel 210. Removing/
not applying the signal 218e causes the electrochromic mate-
rial to become transparent. A user of the computing device
102, when interacting with the computing device 102 in a
tablet mode, can view the display 202 from the second side
1206 of the two-way display device 108 while the computing
device 102 is in a closed position. The user, when viewing the
display 202 from the second side 1205 of the two-way display
device 108, may also be able to see through the display 202
and view the input area 110.
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Referring to FIGS. 1E and 1F, in implementations where
the first glass panel 208 and the electrochromic material
applied to the back surface 212 of'the first glass panel 208 are
omitted from the multiple layers included in the two-way
display device 108, when the computing device 102 is in an
alternate tablet mode of operation, the two-way display
device 108 can be placed in the same mode of operation as in
the laptop mode of operation. The first side 120a of the
two-way display device 108 can be transparent, while the
second side 1205 can be opaque. A user can view/interact
with content displayed on the first side 120a of the computing
device 102. The user will not be able to view through the
display 202, blocking a view of the bottom 122 of the base
portion 106 of the computing device 102.

In some implementations, the display 202 included in the
two-way display device 108 can be an OLED display formed
on a display first surface 222a of a transparent glass panel. In
these implementations, the display 202 can be viewed from
both sides (the display first side 220a and the display second
side 2205) because the glass panel is transparent. In addition,
an electrochromic material can be applied to the display sec-
ond surface 2225. The second glass panel 210 can be omitted
from the multiple layers included in the two-way display
device 108.

In these implementations, referring to FIGS. 1A and 1B
that show the computing device 102 in a laptop mode of
operation, the first side 120qa of the two-way display device
108 can be transparent. The display controller 216 can
remove a signal 2184 (e.g., not apply a voltage) to the elec-
trochromic material applied to the back surface 212 of the first
glass panel 208. Removing/not applying the signal 218a
causes the electrochromic material to become transparent.
The display controller 216 can provide the signal 218¢ (e.g.,
apply a voltage) to the electrochromic material applied to the
display second surface 222b. The signal 218e causes the
electrochromic material to become opaque, blocking the view
of the display 202 from the second side 1205 of the two-way
display device 108. In the alternative, the display controller
216 can a remove the signal 218e (e.g., not apply a voltage) to
the electrochromic material applied to the display second
surface 222b. The signal 218e¢ causes the electrochromic
material to become transparent, allowing the viewing of the
display 202 from both the first side 120a of the two-way
display device 108 and the second side 1205 of the two-way
display device 108.

Referring to FIGS. 1C and 1D that show the computing
device 102 in a tablet mode of operation, in implementations
where the display 202 included in the two-way display device
108 is an OLED display formed on a display first surface 222a
of a transparent glass panel and an electrochromic material is
applied to the display second surface 2225, the display con-
troller 216 can remove the signal 218¢ (e.g., not apply a
voltage) to the electrochromic material applied to the display
second surface 2225. Removing/not applying the signal 218¢
causes the electrochromic material to become transparent.
The first side 120a of the two-way display device 108 can be
opaque. The display controller 216 can provide a signal 218a
(e.g., apply a voltage) to the electrochromic material applied
to the back surface 212 of the first glass panel 208. Applying
the signal 218a causes the electrochromic material to become
opaque. A user of the computing device 102, when interacting
with the computing device 102 in a tablet mode, can view the
display 202 from the second side 1205 of the two-way display
device 108 while the computing device 102 is in a closed
position. The user will not be able to see-through the display
202 as the opaque electrochromic material applied to the back
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surface 212 of the first glass panel 208 will effectively block
the user’s view of the input area 110.

Referring to FIGS. 1E and 1F, in implementations where
the display 202 included in the two-way display device 108 is
an OLED display formed on a display first surface 222a of a
transparent glass panel and an electrochromic material is
applied to the display second surface 2225, when the com-
puting device 102 is in an alternate tablet mode of operation,
the two-way display device 108 can be placed in the same
mode of operation as in the laptop mode of operation. The first
side 1204 of the two-way display device 108 can be transpar-
ent, while the second side 1205 can be opaque. A user can
view/interact with content displayed on the first side 120a of
the computing device 102. The user will not be able to view
through the display 202, blocking a view of the bottom 122 of
the base portion 106 of the computing device 102.

In some implementations, the display 202 included in the
two-way display device 108 can be an OLED display formed
on a display second surface 2225 of a transparent glass panel.
Inthese implementations, the display 202 can be viewed from
both sides (the display first side 220a and the display second
side 2205) because the glass panel is transparent. In addition,
an electrochromic material can be applied to the display first
surface 222a. The first glass panel 208 can be omitted from
the multiple layers included in the two-way display device
108.

In these implementations, referring to FIGS. 1A and 1B
that show the computing device 102 in a laptop mode of
operation, the first side 120qa of the two-way display device
108 can be transparent. The display controller 216 can
remove a signal 218a (e.g., not apply a voltage) to the elec-
trochromic material applied to the display first surface 222a.
Removing/not applying the signal 218a causes the electro-
chromic material to become transparent. The display control-
ler 216 can provide the signal 218e (e.g., apply a voltage) to
the electrochromic material applied to the front surface 214 of
the second glass panel 210. The signal 218¢ causes the elec-
trochromic material to become opaque, blocking the view of
the display 202 from the second side 1205 of the two-way
display device 108. In the alternative, the display controller
216 can a remove the signal 218e (e.g., not apply a voltage) to
the electrochromic material applied to the front surface 214 of
the second glass panel 210. The signal 218¢ causes the elec-
trochromic material to become transparent, allowing the
viewing of the display 202 from both the first side 120a of the
two-way display device 108 and the second side 1205 of the
two-way display device 108.

Referring to FIGS. 1C and 1D that show the computing
device 102 in a tablet mode of operation, in implementations
where the display 202 included in the two-way display device
108 is an OLED display formed on a display second surface
222b of a transparent glass panel and an electrochromic mate-
rial is applied to the display first surface 222a, the display
controller 216 can remove the signal 218e (e.g., not apply a
voltage) to the electrochromic material applied to the front
surface 214 of the second glass panel 210. Removing/not
applying the signal 218e causes the electrochromic material
to become transparent. The first side 120a of the two-way
display device 108 can be opaque. The display controller 216
can provide a signal 218a (e.g., apply a voltage) to the elec-
trochromic material applied to the display first surface 222a.
Applying the signal 2184 causes the electrochromic material
to become opaque. A user of the computing device 102, when
interacting with the computing device 102 in a tablet mode,
can view the display 202 from the second side 1205 of the
two-way display device 108 while the computing device 102
is ina closed position. The user will not be able to see-through
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the display 202 as the opaque electrochromic material applied
to the back surface 212 of the first glass panel 208 will
effectively block the user’s view of the input area 110.

Referring to FIGS. 1E and 1F, in implementations where
the display 202 included in the two-way display device 108 is
an OLED display formed on a display second surface 2225 of
a transparent glass panel and an electrochromic material is
applied to the display first surface 222a, when the computing
device 102 is in an alternate tablet mode of operation, the
two-way display device 108 can be placed in the same mode
of operation as in the laptop mode of operation. The first side
120a of the two-way display device 108 can be transparent,
while the second side 1205 can be opaque. A user can view/
interact with content displayed on the first side 120a of the
computing device 102. The user will not be able to view
through the display 202, blocking a view of the bottom 122 of
the base portion 106 of the computing device 102.

In some implementations, an electrochromic material may
be applied over/on top of the surface of the OLED display. In
these implementations, for example, a glass panel (e.g., the
first glass panel 208 and/or the second glass panel 210) can be
omitted from the multiple layers included in the two-way
display device 108. In implementations where the OLED
display is formed on a display first surface 222a of a trans-
parent glass panel, as described above, the first glass panel
208 can be omitted. In these implementations, an electrochro-
mic material can be applied to the display second surface
222p, further omitting the second glass panel 210. Alterna-
tively, an electrochromic material can be applied to the front
surface 214 ofthe second glass panel 210. In implementations
where the OLED display is placed/overlayed/deposited on a
display second surface 2225 of a transparent glass panel, as
described above, the second glass panel 210 can be omitted.
In these implementations, an electrochromic material can be
applied to the display first surface 2224, further omitting the
first glass panel 208. Alternatively, an electrochromic mate-
rial can be applied to the back surface 212 of the first glass
panel 208.

In some cases, the computing device 102 can be placed in
a closed position and not further used in a tablet mode. For
example, a user of the computing device 102 may be finished
using the device for a period of time and simply closes the lid
portion 104. The computing device 102, sensing no further
interactions by the user (e.g., no user inputs/contact with a
touch-sensitive surface of the two-way display device 108),
can determine that the user is no longer interacting with the
computing device 102. In these cases, dependent on the
implementation of the computing device 102, the first side
120a of the two-way display device 108, and/or the second
side 1205 of the two-way display device 108 may be opaque,
blocking the view of the input area 110 from the second side
1205 of the two-way display device 108. Alternatively,
dependent on the implementation of the computing device
102, the first side 120a of the two-way display device 108, and
the second side 1205 of the two-way display device 108 may
be transparent. As such, the input area 110 can be viewed
from the second side 1205 of the two-way display device 108.

The determination as to if the first side 120a or the second
side 1204, or the first side 120a and the second side 1205 are
to be opaque or transparent can be based on a power con-
sumption needed by the electrochromic material included in
the two-way display device 108. For example, in order to
conserve power in a low power operating mode of the com-
puting device 102 when closed, no voltage may be applied to
the electrochromic material included in the two-way display
device 108, causing the first side 120a and the second side
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1204 to be transparent, allowing the input area 110 to be
viewed from the second side 1205 of the two-way display
device 108.

In any of the implementations described above, the two-
way display device 108 may include a single touch panel. For
example, the first touch panel 204 may be omitted from the
multiple layers included in the two-way display device 108. A
user of the two-way display device 108 can use the display
202 as a touchscreen when operating the computing device
102 in a tablet mode as shown with reference to FIGS. 1C and
1D. In some implementations, the user may use the display
202 as a touchscreen when operating the computing device
102 in a laptop mode as shown with reference to FIGS. 1A
and 1B, as well as when operating the computing device 102
in a tablet mode as shown with reference to FIGS. 1Cand 1D.
In other implementations, the display 202 may not operate as
a touchscreen when the computing device 102 is in a laptop
mode as shown with reference to FIGS. 1A and 1B, but may
operate as a touchscreen when the computing device 102 in a
tablet mode as shown with reference to FIGS. 1C and 1D. The
ability of the display 202 to operate as a touchscreen in a
laptop mode can be dependent on the width of the layers
included in the two-way display device 108 and/or the type of
touch panel included in the two-way display device.

In any of the implementations described above, the two-
way display device 108 may include a single touch panel
where the second touch panel 206 may be omitted from the
multiple layers included in the two-way display device 108.
In these implementations, the two-way display device 108
can be implemented such that a user of the two-way display
device 108 can use the display 202 as a touchscreen when
operating the computing device 102 in a laptop mode as
shown with reference to FIGS. 1A and 1B, as well as when
operating the computing device 102 in a tablet mode as shown
with reference to FIGS. 1C and 1D.

One or more sensors can be included on a surface of atouch
panel. The sensors can detect touch actions by a user of a
computing device. The computing device can interpret the
touch actions as commands and inputs to the computing
device. In some implementations, a grid of electrodes can be
deposited on a first surface 2244 of the first touch panel 204,
forming a touch-sensitive surface for the first touch panel 204.
Alternatively, in other implementations, a grid of electrodes
can be deposited on a second surface 2245 of the first touch
panel 204, forming a touch-sensitive surface for the first touch
panel 204. In some implementations, a grid of electrodes can
be deposited on a first surface 226a of the second touch panel
206, forming a touch-sensitive surface for the second touch
panel 206. Alternatively, in other implementations, a grid of
electrodes can be deposited on a second surface 2265 of the
second touch panel 206, forming a touch-sensitive surface for
the second touch panel 206.

In some implementations, an electrochromic material can
be applied to a surface of a touch panel (e.g., the surface that
is not touch-sensitive), eliminating the inclusion of a separate
glass panel from the multiple layers included in a two-way
display device 108 (e.g., the two-way display device 108). In
implementations where the touch-sensitive surface is
included on the first surface 224a of'the first touch panel 204,
an electrochromic material can be applied to the second sur-
face 2245 of the first touch panel 204. In implementations
where the touch-sensitive surface is included on the second
surface 2245 of the first touch panel 204, an electrochromic
material can be applied to the first surface 224a of the first
touch panel 204. In these implementations, the first glass
panel 208 can be omitted from the multiple layers included in
the two-way display device 108.
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In implementations where the touch-sensitive surface is
included on the first surface 2264 of the second touch panel
206, an electrochromic material can be applied to the second
surface 2245 of the second touch panel 206. In implementa-
tions where the touch-sensitive surface is included on the
second surface 2265 of the second touch panel 206, an elec-
trochromic material can be applied to the first surface 2264 of
the second touch panel 206. In these implementations, the
second glass panel 210 can be omitted from the multiple
layers included in the two-way display device 108.

In other implementations, where the display 202 includes a
single OLED display, the touch-sensitive surface of a touch
panel can be formed on a surface of the display 202. In some
implementations, the OLED display can be formed on the
display first surface 2224 and the touch-sensitive surface can
be formed on the display second surface 2225. In these imple-
mentations, the second touch panel 206 can be omitted from
the multiple layers included in the two-way display device
108. In addition, in cases where a single touch panel can be
used by the computing device 102, the first touch panel 204
can be omitted from the multiple layers included in the two-
way display device 108. In some implementations, the OLED
display can be formed on the display second surface 2225 and
the touch-sensitive surface can be formed on the display first
surface 222a. In these implementations, the first touch panel
204 can be omitted from the multiple layers included in the
two-way display device 108. In addition, in cases where a
single touch panel can be used by the computing device 102,
the second touch panel 206 can be omitted from the multiple
layers included in the two-way display device 108.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating example modules
included in a computing device 300. For example, the com-
puting device 300 can be the computing device 102, as shown
in FIGS. 1A-F. In the example of FIG. 4, the computing
device 300 includes a processor 320, memory 330, an input
controller 340 and a display controller 316. The display con-
troller 316 is operatively coupled/connected to a display
device 308. For example, the display controller 316 can be the
display controller as shown in FIG. 2 and the display device
308 can be the two-way display device 108 as shown in FIGS.
1A-F and FIG. 2.

The input controller 340 can receive input data from one or
more input devices 350. The input devices 350 can be one or
more input devices a user of the computing device 300 may
interact with, for example, to provide input to an application
running on the computing device 300. For example, the pro-
cessor 320 may execute an application that may be stored in
the memory 330. The application can display a user interface
on the display device 308 included in the computing device
300.

The user can interact with one or more of the input devices
350 (e.g., included in the input area 110) in order to interact
with and/or provide input to the application. The input
devices 350 can include, but are not limited to, a keyboard
(e.g., keyboard 112), a trackpad (e.g., trackpad 114), a point-
ing device (e.g., pointer button 116), and mouse buttons (e.g.,
mouse buttons 118a-d). In some implementations, the display
device 308 can be a two-way display device (e.g., two-way
display device 108) and can be implemented according to any
of'the herein described implementations. In implementations
where the display device 308 is implemented as a touch-
sensitive two-way display device (e.g., the two-way display
device 108), the display device 308 can include a touch-
sensitive first side (e.g. the first side 1204a) and a touch sensi-
tive second side (e.g., the second side 1206). A user can
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interact with the first side of the display device 308 while
using the computing device 300 in a laptop mode of opera-
tion.

As described with reference to FIG. 2, the display control-
ler 316 can provide control signals to the display device 308
to cause an electrochromic material in the first side of the
display device 308 to become transparent and to cause an
electrochromic material in the second side of the display
device 308 to become opaque.

The display controller 216 can provide a signal 218e¢ (e.g.,
a voltage) to the electrochromic material applied to the front
surface 214 of the second glass panel 210. The signal 218¢
causes the electrochromic material to become opaque, block-
ing the view of the display 202 from the second side 1205 of
the two-way display device 108. In addition, the display con-
troller 216 can remove a signal 2184 (e.g., not apply a volt-
age) to the electrochromic material applied to the back sur-
face 212 of the first glass panel 208. Removing/not applying
the signal 218a causes the electrochromic material to become
transparent, allowing the viewing of the display 202 from the
first side 120a of the two-way display device 108.

One or more lid position sensors/indicators 360 can pro-
vide the computing device 300 with an indication of the
position of a lid of the computing device (e.g., the lid portion
104) with respect to the base of the computing device (e.g.,
the base portion 106). The 1id position sensors/indicators 360
can include but are not limited to inductive, capacitive,
mechanical, magneto-resistive, Hall effect, and optical sen-
SOIS.

The 1id position sensors/indicators 360 can include an
accelerometer placed/located in the lid portion 104 of the
computing device 102 and an accelerometer placed/located in
the base portion 106 of the computing device 102 that can be
used to determine an angle of the lid portion 104 with respect
to the base portion 106 of the computing device 102. The
determined angle can be indicative of the operating mode of
the computing device 102.

In some implementations, the lid position sensors/indica-
tors 360 can include a sensor/indicator that provides the com-
puting device 102 with an indication that the computing
device 102 is to be used in a tablet mode of operation. As
described, a user of the computing device 102 can use the
computing device 102 in a tablet mode when the computing
device 102 is in a closed position, as shown in FIGS. 1C and
1D. The computing device 102 can receive an indication that
the user intends to use the computing device 102 as a tablet
and that the user did not just close the computing device 102
with no further intention of continuing to use the computing
device 102. In some implementations, as described with ref-
erence to FIGS. 1C and 1D, a user of the computing device
102 can press the mode indication switch 124 any time after
closing the computing device 102 if the user intends to use the
computing device 102 in a tablet mode of operation.

In some implementations, when the computing device 102
is in the closed position, the second side 1205 of the two-way
display device 108 can display an input icon that a user of the
computing device 102 can interact with, placing the comput-
ing device 102 into a tablet mode of operation. For example,
the second side 1205 of the two-way display device 108 can
display an icon (e.g., a button, a slide switch) that when
touched/activated by the user when interacting with the sec-
ond side 1205 of the two-way display device 108 puts the
computing device 102 into a tablet mode of operation. If the
user does not interact with the second side 1205 of the two-
way display device 108 (for example the user does not touch
the icon within a specific time frame (e.g., 30 seconds)), the
computing device 102 can transition to a low power or power-
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down mode of operation while continuing to display the icon.
Later interaction of the user with the second side 1205 of the
two-way display device 108 can wake-up the computing
device 102 and place it into a tablet mode of operation.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart that illustrates a method 400 of oper-
ating a computing device that includes the herein described
display device. According to this example, the method 700
includes receiving, by a computing device, one or more input
indicators (402). The method 700 also includes identifying,
based on the received one or more input indicators, an oper-
ating mode of the computing device (404). For example, the
input indicator can indicate that the computing device is in
one of a laptop or tablet mode of operation. Based on identi-
fying the operating mode of the computing device, the
method 700 further includes setting a first voltage to a first
value, the first voltage being applied to a first electrochromic
material included in a first part of a display device included in
a lid portion of the computing device (406). Also based on
identifying the operating mode of the computing device, the
method 700 further includes setting a second voltage to a
second value, the second voltage applied to a second electro-
chromic material included in a second part of a display device
included in the lid portion of the computing device (408).

Implementations of the various techniques described
herein may be implemented in digital electronic circuitry, or
in computer hardware, firmware, software, or in combina-
tions of them. Implementations may implemented as a com-
puter program product, i.e., a computer program tangibly
embodied in an information carrier, e.g., in a machine-read-
able storage device (computer-readable medium, a non-tran-
sitory computer-readable storage medium, a tangible com-
puter-readable storage medium) or in a propagated signal, for
processing by, or to control the operation of, data processing
apparatus, e.g., a programmable processor, a computer, or
multiple computers. A computer program, such as the com-
puter program(s) described above, can be written in any form
of programming language, including compiled or interpreted
languages, and can be deployed in any form, including as a
stand-alone program or as a module, component, subroutine,
or other unit suitable for use in a computing environment. A
computer program can be deployed to be processed on one
computer or on multiple computers at one site or distributed
across multiple sites and interconnected by a communication
network.

Method steps may be performed by one or more program-
mable processors executing a computer program to perform
functions by operating on input data and generating output.
Method steps also may be performed by, and an apparatus
may be implemented as, special purpose logic circuitry, e.g.,
an FPGA (field programmable gate array) or an ASIC (appli-
cation-specific integrated circuit).

Processors suitable for the processing of a computer pro-
gram include, by way of example, both general and special
purpose microprocessors, and any one or more processors of
any kind of digital computer. Generally, a processor will
receive instructions and data from a read-only memory or a
random access memory or both. Elements of a computer may
include at least one processor for executing instructions and
one or more memory devices for storing instructions and data.
Generally, a computer also may include, or be operatively
coupled to receive data from or transfer data to, or both, one
or more mass storage devices for storing data, e.g., magnetic,
magneto-optical disks, or optical disks. Information carriers
suitable for embodying computer program instructions and
data include all forms of non-volatile memory, including by
way of example semiconductor memory devices, e.g.,
EPROM, EEPROM, and flash memory devices; magnetic
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disks, e.g., internal hard disks or removable disks; magneto-
optical disks; and CD-ROM and DVD-ROM disks. The pro-
cessor and the memory may be supplemented by, or incorpo-
rated in special purpose logic circuitry.

To provide for interaction with a user, implementations
may be implemented on a computer having a display device,
e.g., a cathode ray tube (CRT) or liquid crystal display (LCD)
monitor, for displaying information to the user and a key-
board and a pointing device, e.g., a mouse or a trackball, by
which the user can provide input to the computer. Other kinds
of'devices can be used to provide for interaction with a user as
well; for example, feedback provided to the user can be any
form of sensory feedback, e.g., visual feedback, auditory
feedback, or tactile feedback; and input from the user can be
received in any form, including acoustic, speech, or tactile
input.

Implementations may be implemented in a computing sys-
tem that includes a back-end component, e.g., as a data server,
or that includes a middleware component, e.g., an application
server, or that includes a front-end component, e.g., a client
computer having a graphical user interface or a Web browser
through which a user can interact with an implementation, or
any combination of such back-end, middleware, or front-end
components. Components may be interconnected by any
form or medium of digital data communication, e.g., a com-
munication network. Examples of communication networks
include a local area network (LAN) and a wide area network
(WAN), e.g., the Internet.

While certain features of the described implementations
have been illustrated as described herein, many modifica-
tions, substitutions, changes and equivalents will now occur
to those skilled in the art. It is, therefore, to be understood that
the appended claims are intended to cover all such modifica-
tions and changes as fall within the scope of the implemen-
tations. It should be understood that they have been presented
by way of example only, not limitation, and various changes
in form and details may be made. Any portion of the apparatus
and/or methods described herein may be combined in any
combination, except mutually exclusive combinations. The
implementations described herein can include various com-
binations and/or sub-combinations of the functions, compo-
nents and/or features of the different implementations
described.

A number of implementations have been described. Nev-
ertheless, it will be understood that various modifications
may be made without departing from the spirit and scope of
the herein described implementations.

In addition, the logic flows depicted in the figures do not
require the particular order shown, or sequential order, to
achieve desirable results. In addition, other steps may be
provided, or steps may be eliminated, from the described
flows, and other components may be added to, or removed
from, the described systems. Accordingly, other embodi-
ments are within the scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A computing device comprising:

a base;

a lid coupled to the base, the lid housing a display device

comprising:

a first electrochromic material;

a second electrochromic material; and

an organic light emitting diode (OLED) display, wherein
the OLED display is located between the first electro-
chromic material and the second electrochromic
material; and

at least one lid position sensor configured to provide an

indication of a position ofthe lid with respect to the base.
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2. The computing device of claim 1, further comprising

a first glass panel including a first side and a second side,
and wherein the first electrochromic material is applied
to the second side of the first glass panel; and

a second glass panel including a first side and a second side,
and wherein the second electrochromic material is
applied to the first side of the second glass panel.

3. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the OLED
display is included in a third glass panel, the OLED display
being formed on a side of the third glass panel.

4. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the display
device further comprises a first touch sensitive panel.

5. The computing device of claim 4, wherein the first touch
sensitive panel is located between the first electrochromic
material and the OLED display.

6. The computing device of claim 4, wherein the first touch
sensitive panel is located between the second electrochromic
material and the OLED display.

7. The computing device of claim 6,

wherein the display device further comprises a second
touch sensitive panel; and

wherein the second touch sensitive panel is located
between the first electrochromic material and the OLED
display.

8. The computing device of claim 1, further comprising a
display controller coupled to each of the first electrochromic
material, the second electrochromic material, and the OLED,
the display controller being configured to apply control sig-
nals to the first electrochromic material, the second electro-
chromic material, and the OLED display.

9. A display device comprising:

a first glass panel part including a first side and a second

side;

a second glass panel part including a first side and a second
side;

a third glass panel part including an organic light emitting
diode (OLED) display, a first side and a second side, the
OLED display being formed on the first side;

a first touch sensitive panel including a first side and a
second side; and

a second touch sensitive panel including a first side and a
second side;

wherein a first electrochromic material is applied to the
second side of the first glass panel part;

wherein a second electrochromic material is applied to the
first side of the second glass panel part;

wherein the third glass panel part is located between the
first touch sensitive panel and the second touch sensitive
panel, the first side of the third glass panel part being
located adjacent to the second side of the first touch
sensitive panel, and the second side of the third glass
panel part being located adjacent to the first side of the
second touch sensitive panel;

wherein the second side of the first glass panel part is
located adjacent to the first side of the first touch sensi-
tive panel; and

wherein the first side of the second glass panel part is
located adjacent to the second side of the second touch
sensitive panel.

10. The display device of claim 9, further including a
display controller coupled to each of the first electrochromic
material, the second electrochromic material, and the OLED,
the display controller being configured to apply control sig-
nals to the first electrochromic material, the second electro-
chromic material, and the OLED display.
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11. The display device of claim 10,

wherein a first control signal is applied to the first electro-
chromic material causing the first electrochromic mate-
rial to become either transparent or opaque based on an
operating mode of the display device, and

wherein a second control signal is applied to the second

electrochromic material causing the second electrochro-
mic material to become either transparent or opaque
based on the operating mode of the display device.

12. The computing device of claim 1,

wherein the lid includes a front side and a rear side, and

wherein the lid is configured to house the display device so

that content rendered on the display device can be
viewed from the front side and the rear side.

13. The computing device of claim 8, wherein the control
signals are applied to the first electrochromic material, the
second electrochromic material, and the OLED display based
on the provided indication of the position of the lid of the
computing device with respect to the base of the computing
device.

14. The computing device of claim 13, wherein the pro-
vided indication of the position of the lid of the computing
device with respect to the base of the computing device is for
a laptop operating mode of the computing device.

15. The computing device of claim 14,

wherein a first control signal is applied to the first electro-

chromic material causing the first electrochromic mate-
rial to become transparent, and

wherein a second control signal is applied to the second

electrochromic material causing the second electrochro-
mic material to become opaque.

16. The computing device of claim 13, wherein the pro-
vided indication of the position of the lid of the computing
device with respect to the base of the computing device is for
a tablet operating mode of the computing device.
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17. The computing device of claim 16,

wherein a first control signal is applied to the first electro-
chromic material causing the first electrochromic mate-
rial to become opaque, and

wherein a second control signal is applied to the second

electrochromic material causing the second electrochro-
mic material to become transparent.

18. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the lid posi-
tion sensor is one of an inductive sensor, a capacitive sensor,
a mechanical sensor, a magneto-resistive sensor, a Hall effect
sensor, and an optical sensor.

19. A method of forming a two-way display device com-
prising:

forming an organic light emitting diode (OLED) display on

a first side of a first glass panel part;

applying a first electrochromic material to a side of a sec-

ond glass panel part;

applying a second electrochromic material to a side of a

third glass panel part;

placing a first touch sensitive panel between the first glass

panel part and the second glass panel part, the placing
positioning a first side of the first touch sensitive panel
adjacent to a second side of the first glass panel part and
positioning a second side of the first touch sensitive
panel adjacent to the side of the second glass panel part;
and

placing a second touch sensitive panel between the first

glass panel part and the third glass panel part, the placing
positioning a first side of the second touch sensitive
panel adjacent to the first side of the first glass panel part
and positioning a second side of the second touch sen-
sitive panel adjacent to the side of the third glass panel
part.

20. The method of claim 19, wherein the OLED display is
formed on the second side of the first glass panel part.
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